Intraspinal synovial cysts: MR imaging.
Juxtaarticular intraspinal synovial cysts are unusual lesions of the spine associated with facet arthropathy. These lesions can cause radicular symptoms and may masquerade clinically as other, more common entities. Synovial cysts have been detected at myelography and have been well characterized at computed tomography as posterolateral epidural masses, typically at L4-5. Six synovial cysts of the lumbar spine were demonstrated on magnetic resonance (MR) images. The signal-intensity patterns of these lesions are variable. MR imaging can be used to document the presence of hemorrhage within the cyst, which may relate to the exacerbation of symptoms. Air-filled synovial cysts may be difficult to detect and distinguish from facet arthropathy.